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Alan Bartlett Shepard Jr., one of the seven Project 
Mercury Astronauts assigned to the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration's Space Task Group at Langley 


Field, Hampton, Virginia, on Friday, May 5, became Ameri- 


ca's first spaceman as he rode a Project Mercury Space- 
craft into a suborbital flight which attained a speed of 
5,160 miles per hour. This special four-page Pro ject 
Mercury supplement shows in pictorial review some of the 
events leading up to flight time, the actual take-off 
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of the rocket, and the recovery. 
Captain Jean McKay, a dietician, serves breakfast for 
NASA Astronauts Shepard (left), and John H. Glenn Jr., 


backup pilot for the flight. Upper right - Shepard re- 
ceives a preflight physical examination by Dr. William 
K. Douglas, personal physician for tne astronauts. Low- 
er left - Shepard gestures with his hands while having 
temperature taken. Lower right - Shepard jokes with 
Dr. Douglas while undergoing final examination. 


Upper left - Shepard has his suit fitted by Joe Schmitt, craft. He carries a portable air conditioning unit. 
Space Task Group, prior to the Mercury Redstone III Lower left - Shepard is assisted into the capsule by 
flight. Upper right - The Astronaut arrives at Mercury John Glenn. Lower right - This picture was taken of 
Redstone III gantry in preparation for entering space- Shepard just prior to sealing the capsule. 
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Upper left - U.S. Marine Corps recovery helicopter lifts Schirra Jr., and John H. Glenn Jr. Shepard controlled 
the space craft from the water. Upper right - Astronauts the Freedom 7 spacecraft during the 15-minute flight, 
Donald K, Slayton (left) and Grissom (right) were on which ended about 302 miles downrange from Cape Canaver- 
hand to greet the happy Shepard at Grand Bahama Island. al at 9:9 a.m. He was recovered almost immediately by 
Just behind Shepard is Dr, Keith Lyndell: Bottom photo- the helicopter from the aircraft carrier Lake Champlain; 


graph - NASA's seven Project Mercury Astronauts (from after he was safely aboard, the helicopter lifted the 
left): Seated - Virgil I. Grissom; Malcolm Scott capsule out of the Atlantic and transported Shepard and 
Carpenter; Donald K. Slayton, and Leroy Gordon Cooper the capsule to the carrier-- climaxing a flight which 


Jr.» Standing - Alan Bartlett Shepard Jr., Walter M, has been hailed through the world as "A-Okay". 


